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KIMMENCE, William 
 

Private, 325061  
1st/8th Battalion,  
Royal Warwickshire Regiment 
formerly 290115, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Withersfield 
Date of Death: Monday, 27th August 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Tyne Cot 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 37 years 
 
Born in the summer of 1880 William Kimmence was baptised at Withersfield Parish 
Church on 22nd August, 1880.  He was the youngest of seven children of Thomas 
Kimmence, an agricultural labourer, and Sophia Binks, both long-established 
Withersfield families. 
 
After leaving the village school he was to journey to Haverhill to find work and 
became a mat weaver with D. Gurteen & Sons at Chauntry Mill.  It was then perhaps 
that he met Eliza Basham, a local girl, the youngest of fifteen, whose father William 
had also been a weaver but later a rag merchant.  William and Eliza, aged just 19 
and 18 years, were married at Withersfield church on 19th May, 1900. 
 
They set up home at Silver Street, Withersfield where their first two children, Winifred 
Maud and Ellen May were born before moving to 5 Snapes Yard, Haverhill, where 
six more children including Horace, Elsie, Violet, William and Clifford, followed. Sadly 
Winifred, Ellen and two others died in infancy. Winifred died in 1904 and Elsie who 
was born in 1902 died in 1903. 
 

 
William enlisted at Bury St Edmunds on 
26th October, 1914 joining the 5th 
Battalion, Suffolk Regiment as Private 
No. 2591, later No. 290115.  William at 
5 feet 7 inches was taller than the 
average recruit of his generation and 
classed in ‘good health’ and with ‘good 
eyesight’ but at 34 years was older than 
the average volunteer. He gave his 
address as 3 Snape's Yard, Haverhill 
(moving later to 41 Mill Road, Haverhill) 
a mat maker, born Withersfield.  
 

Eliza gave birth to triplets in November 
1916, who were named Ellen, Lillian 
and Winifred, but sadly they survived 
only a short time.  William was able to 
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see his family occasionally until he was posted overseas.  
 
He was transferred from the 5th to the 14th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment on 1st January 
1917 and then six months later joined the 1st/4th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment when he 
left Folkestone for Boulogne. Within a month he was transferred again. On 7th July 
1917 he joined the 1st/8th  Royal Warwickshire Regiment as Private, 325061, in the 
field. 
 
William was reported missing on 23rd July and recorded as killed in action, aged 37, 
on 27th August 1917.   
 
At this time the 1st/8th Battalion were part of the 48th Division in action at the Battle of 
Langemarck. The regimental war diaries tell us that on the 26th:  
 

‘The Coys moved into positions previously reconnoitred for them and 
they dug themselves in as far as was possible under the appalling 
weather conditions. During the greater part of the night rain was falling 
and the ground became more and more difficult to traverse.’  

 
On the day William was killed, the 27th August the diary notes:  
 

‘The morning gave promise of a fine day, but the ground was allowed 
no opportunity for drying, as several showers fell.The men remained 
concealed in their positions, apparently unobserved by the enemy until 
zero (1:55 pm.). The 5 Coys then attacked under cover of our artillery 
and M.G. barrage, but owing to the activity of the enemy's M.G.s and to 
a much greater extent the impassibility of the ground the final 
objectives laid down in operations orders were not gained.’ During the 
night the Battallion was relieved by the 1st/4th Royal Berks.’ 

 
 
The South West Suffolk Echo reported on 6th October 1917: 

 
‘Mrs Kimmence, of 50 High Street, Haverhill, has received notice from 
the War Office that her husband, Pte. W Kimmence of the 
Warwickshire Regt., was posted missing on August 27th.’ 
 

Then on 10th November 1917: 
 
‘Mrs. Kimmence of 50 High Street, Haverhill has been officially notified 
that her husband, Pte. William Kimmence, of the Royal Warwickshire 
Regt., was killed in action while with the Expeditionary Force in France 
on August 27th. He had previously been reported missing. For twenty 
years prior to enlistment he was employed as a mat maker at Messrs 
Gurteen and Sons Factory. He joined upon October 26th, 1914. He was 
37 years of age and leaves a widow and four children.’ 
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William is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, one of four dedicated to the 
missing in Flanders. (panels 23 to 28 and 163A) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(photo courtesy of CWGC) 

 
He was awarded the British War Medal and the Victory Medal and is also 
remembered on the Roll of Honour of Gurteen’s Mat Department, Chauntry Mills 
where he had worked for 20 years prior to enlisting. 
 

 
 
At the end of the war Eliza was living at 50 High Street Haverhill and a weekly 
Widow’s Pension of 31/3d (thirty one shillings and three pence) for Eliza and her four 
children was confirmed from 29th April 1918. 
 
Inscribed on the wreath at the unveiling of the Haverhill War Memorial in 1920:  
 

‘In loving memory of a dear husband and Father Wm. Kimmence, 
killed in action 27th August 1917 

from his sorrowing Wife and Children’ 


